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rick said of Mrs. Siddons, that he wondered how she got rid of her 
ti-tum-ti. I know not how she got rid of her ti-tum-ti, but I know 
how, with all her excellence, she got her hobble-ti-trot : She got it, 
as all others got it, from Mr. Garrick." Upon Quin he bestows the 
compliment,—" a perfect reciter of verse," and finds his worthiest 
successor in Mrs. Pope. As for Garrick, " he sacrificed sense to 
sound; and his sound itself was discord." So long as Garrick is 
taken for its model, the Captain despairs of the English stage. 

He concludes his Letter, therefore, with a proposal to come in 
person to the rescue. Merely to drop Garrick and follow nature 
" would not bring us to perfection for ages." Models are needed ; 
and these the Captain finds in Quin for reciting and in Du Menil 
for acting tragedy. Though they are gone, he has learned to recite, 
as did Quin, " from nature " ; and from Du Menil he has received 
the art of acting tragedy. He can imitate her manner at least, 
" and that must serve." He offers to transmit the traditions of 
Du Menil. " Thus may Garrick's imitative acting and bad reci- 
tation be lost forever; and tragedians learn to move the heart by 
true feelings, and delight the ear with poetic melody." 

C. B. Cooper. 
Armour Institute of Technology. 



A Luckless Monthly and an Ill-Stakred Maiden 

In March, 1698, appeared at Amsterdam, " chez Louis Val." ac- 
cording to the title page, the first number of a periodical with the 
attractive name L'Elite des Nouvelles de toutes les Cours d'Europe. 
Contemporaries unanimously attribute it to Gatien de Courtilz, 
better known as Courtilz de Sandras. At this time he was be- 
ginning his sixth year in the Bastille, where similar enterprises 
had lodged him in 1693, but apparently he enjoyed considerable 
liberty (see Eavaisson, Archives de la Bastille). Only three num- 
bers of the journal appeared : the first contains the nouvelles of 
January, February, and March, the second those of April, the last 
those of May. The work is cited as having run from January 
through May, and this has led to the erroneous statement that five 
numbers appeared. The following explanation from the Avertisse- 
ment may suffice to correct this error : "11 semblera que je m'avise 
un pen tard et meme a centre temps en quelque fagon de mettre la 
main a cet ouvrage, maintenant que I'annee est commencee ; mais 
comme elle n'est pas encore bien avancee, j'ai cru que je pourrais 
reprendre ici tout ce qui s'est passe de plus considerable dans les 
mois de Janvier et de fevrier, afin que si ce petit livre a le bonheur 
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de plaire au public, il puisse trouver a la fin de Tannee tout ce qui 
y sera arrive depuis le premier Janvier jusqu'a la fin de deeembre." 

As I have said, this hope was not destined to be fulfilled. Bayle 
and Lelong state that the " libraire " was banished and the publi- 
cation suppressed. The Avertissement had promised that the au- 
thor would avoid on the one hand the universal flattery of the 
Mercure Galant, and on the other would refrain from slandering 
anyone. Possibly his bad reputation caused the ruin of his enter- 
prise, or possibly the officers of the Bastille tightened their grip. 
In any case the journal has become rare — I have found but one 
copy, that owned by the University of Leyden. 

The work seems to be a combination of the Mercure Galant and 
the Mercure Historique et Politique (the latter founded by Courtilz 
and written by him from 1686 to 1689). The news is classed by 
countries and published under the headings: Nouvelles d'ltalie, 
Nouvelles de France, etc. First there is a recapitulation of political 
news, related with the cynical spirit of the Mercure Historique et 
Politique. Then come society items in the manner of the Mercure 
Galant, and a string of anecdotes such as Courtilz, to his cost, was 
always fond of collecting. Among the latter occurs the following, 
which is not without interest as an indication of the penetration of 
the extravagant manners of the precieuses among their humbler 
sisters : 

"Une pauvre fille qui n'a pas un nom qui soit connu de beaucoup de 
monde, apres avoir manque deux ou trois mariage d'assez de con- 
sequence depuis qu'elle fait le metier de filer le parfait amour, croy- 
ait a la fin etre a la veille de se recompenser de toutes ses pertes par 
celui (t. e., "mariage" or "amour") de M. de Mascarani, maitre 
des requetes, quand elle s'est rendue cause elle-meme de son malhenr. 
Ayant voulu qu'il se jjurgeat avant de I'epouser, elle lui a donne 
elle-meme une pilule d'un certain charlatan en qui elle avait 
beaucoup de confiance; mais cette pilule a si mal opere qu'elle I'a 
envoye en I'autre monde. Apres un malheur comme celui-la, il ne 
lui reste plus d'autre consolation que celle de prendre une semblable 
pilule afin de lui aller tenir compagnie; car comme elle est deja 
vieille et qu'elle n'a jamais ete belle, il y a apparence qu'elle ne 
recouvrera jamais ce qu'elle vient de perdre. Au moins, ne trouve- 
t-on pas tons les jours un amant qui ait soixante et dix mille livres 
de rente comme les avait M. de Mascarani." (Nouvelles de France, 
p. 76.) 

Thus has true love never run smooth — at least for the Catlios et 
Madelons of this world. 

Benj. M. Woodbeidge. 

The Rice Institute. 



